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1. Various reworts indieate that the chauffeurs'strilo® in Gniayaquil which lasted
foom T-9 Jarch 1949 had boen developed by the Partido Comwmista del Zeuador
{?CE). Asg far bae't as 19 January 1949 the Corrunists wers planning for a
peneral transvortatisn strike in the Guayaquil vicinity, Althouph the
chauffeurs' strike involvaed only bus and taxi drivers in Guayaonil, original
Comunist plans called for a combined railroad, maritime, and transit stoppage.
The Communists were not actually interested in arriving at any basie labor
usgreement, but sourht only to soread unrest and cause embarrassment to none
Gormunist city offielaols. For this reason the chauffeurs' demands ineluded
no request for salary increase hut asked simnly for a revision of the rules
vhich force chanffeurs to register for new operating licenses.

2. On 6 February Pedro Sasd, %leting Seeretary Cenoral of the PCE, and Inrique
G11 Gilbert, Guayaquil Commumist lead~r, had a long conference with Jose
Vicente Trujfillo,** Guayaquil lawyer, repa~ding a combined transportation strike
in Guayaquil. Saad and Gil are said to have obtained Trujillo's aid in
fomenting euch & strike and told him that he eo1ld expsct no political assistance
from the PCE ae the Party did not want to antagonize the President.

3. On 14 February Franklin Perez Castro was sent by the Coastal Reglonal Committes
of the FCE to Bueay (sic) to persuade the railroad workers statlioned there
to support all the strike demands of their umion leaders and halp with the
corbined railroad and transit ermloyees strike.

4. The labor situation grew more tense when the Worters Fedaration of the Province
of Cuayas threatenod to go on strike. On 10 March that organization voted to
provide strike funils to the Faleration of Railroad Jorkers and to support the
iztter group in 2 genoral sympathy strike 1f ther went out on strike agecording
%o plan. The President of the Nationsl Railiroad Board threatens3 to resign
if the povernment did not grant the loan requested by the rallroad for salaries
znd maintenanee. In Inito the Chaufeurs Syndicate, heartened by the suecess
of the syndieate in Cnayaquil, began nreparing a potition for presentation to
the povernment. The disgruntled workers of La Industrial textile factory in
“ito are premarsed to join any labor movement, and their leaders have threatened
%o bura the factory anl attack the home of its oumer, Remon Gonzalez Artigas.,

5. In view of the above, the liinister of Economy, Clemente Yerovi Indaburo, was
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oedered to appsar before a National Congressional Cormittee on 11 March 1249
anguer questions reparding the situation and to exnlain whet he has done to

sy ite.  The ilinister, before his appearance, confidtentially told a friend
Bnt he wished te resign from the Cabinet as soon as possible and to return
% private business.

6. It has been renorted that the Vinister of Social Welfare;, Dr. Franklin Tello,

an” Independent, has bacome the target of organizad labor, which has vou-d to
Corce hisresignation at an early date.
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in whieh it was stated that Trujillo, Colonel 3 zcs Mancheno,
and Dr. Carles Guevara Moreno were leaders of a revolintionary group which was
pronagandizing among the soldiers to helv overthrow the sovermment.

CONFIDENTIAL

Approved For Release 1999/09/09 : CM-RDP82-00457R002600140006-6



